ABSTRACT OBJECTIVES This study investigated the prevalence and potential incremental prognostic value of combined free light chains (cFLCs) in patients recently hospitalized with decompensated heart failure (HF).
. Recently, a sensitive and novel assay measuring both kappa and lambda FLCs, referred to as combined free light chains (cFLCs), has been developed (14) . Using this new assay, we have studied the prevalence and prognostic value of elevated cFLC concentrations in HF.
METHODS
Our study complied with the Declaration of Helsinki and was approved by the Local Ethics Committee. All patients provided written informed consent.
STUDY DESIGN. The study design is described elsewhere (15) . Briefly, we enrolled 1,003 nearconsecutive patients with decompensated HF from 3 hospitals. HF was defined according to the criteria of the European Society of Cardiology (16) . Eligible patients were also required to be 18 years of age or older and to have an elevated B-type natriuretic peptide (BNP >100 pg/ml). The main exclusion criteria were primary presentation with myocardial infarction (MI) and significant cognitive impairment or concurrent systemic disease likely to result in reduced life expectancy. Attendance for the study visit was planned 1 month post-discharge. Association RDW = red cell distribution
Jackson et al.
A U G U S T 2 0 1 BNP, hsCRP, RDW, urate, and glycosylated hemoglobin concentrations were higher in patients with elevated cFLCs. Renal dysfunction, anemia, and lymphopenia were also more common in these patients.
The prevalence of rheumatoid arthritis and connective tissue diseases was low in the patients overall and did not differ according to cFLC concentration.
There were no patients with diagnosed monoclonal gammopathies (including monoclonal gammopathy of unknown significance, primary systemic amyloidosis, multiple myeloma, Waldenstrom macroglobulinemia, and light-chain-deposition disease); these conditions are conventionally associated with abnormal amounts of FLCs. Table 2 
M U L T I V A R I A B L E A N A L Y S I S I N C L U D I N G c F L C C O N C E N T R A T I O N . Univariate and multivariable analyses are shown in
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